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HELLENIC REPUBLIC
Ministry of Economy and Finance
TO BE POSTED ON THE WEB

MANAGING AUTHORITY "INTERREG 2021 - 2027" [EXEAIO]
Address: 65 Georgikis Scholis Ave Thessaloniki, 57001
Information: Nikoletta TATARI

Tel.: 2310469625, 2310469600 Code of Call: 8C_A_GRIT_1SSP
Email: ntatari@mou.gr SIN of Call in MIS: 24180

CALL FOR SMALL SCALE PROJECTS PROJECT PROPOSALS
TERMS OF REFERENCE

8th CALL FOR SMALL SCALE PROJECT PROPOSALS:
PART A - S02.6 & SO4.6

FOR SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS
AT THE PROGRAMME
(Interreg VI-A) Greece-ltaly

The Alternate Minister of Ministry of Economy and Finance

Taking into consideration:

1.The Article 90 of the Code of Legislation for the Government and governmental bodies, which was ratified by the
first article of the Presidential Decree 63/2005 "Codification of legislation for the Government and government
bodies" (Government Gazette 98/A/22.4.2005), which was kept in force by par. 22 of article 119 of Law 4622/2019
(A"133);

2. The Law 4914/2022 "Management, control and implementation of development interventions for the
Programming Period 2021-2027, establishment of a Public Company "National Register of Young Enterprises
S.A." and other provisions" (A’ 61) and in particular articles 11 par. 9 and 63 par. 29 thereof, as in force

3. The Presidential Decree 77/2023 "Establishment of Ministry and renaming of Ministries - Establishment,
abolition and renaming of General and Special Secretariats - Transfer of responsibilities, service units, staff
positions and supervised entities" (Government Gazette 130/A'/27.06.2023), as amended with PD 82/2023
(Government Gazette 139/A'/01.08.2023);

4. The Presidential Decree 79/2023 "Appointment of Ministers and Deputy Ministers" (Government Gazette
131/A°/27.06.2023);

5. The Presidential Decree 50/2024 "Establishment of General Secretariats, repeal of General and Special
Secretariats” (A' 138);

6. The Joint Decision No. 121106/2024 (Government Gazette 920/Y.0.D.D/26-08-2024) of the Prime Minister and
the Minister of Economy & Finance "Assignment of duties of Secretary General of Partnership Agreement of the
Ministry of Economy and Finance”.

7. The Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 laying down
common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion
Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund and financial rules
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forthose and for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for
Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy (hereinafter “Common Provisions Regulation — CPR”);

8. The Regulation (EU) 2021/1059 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on specific
provisions for the European territorial cooperation goal (Interreg) supported by the European Regional
Development Fund and external financing instruments (hereinafter “ETC Regulation”);

9. The Regulation (EU) 2021/1058 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on the
European Regional Development Fund and on the Cohesion Fund;

10. The Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 240/2014 of 7 January 2014 on the European code of
conduct on partnership in the framework of the European Structural and Investment Funds;

11. The Ministerial Decision 3411/16-01-2023 (Government Gazette B' 183/18-01-2023) for the "Purpose, tasks
and internal structure of the "Managing Authority Interreg 2021-2027" of Article 9 and paragraph 8 of Article 65 of
Law 4914/2022 and of the Joint Secretariats of Interreg Programmes of Article 11 of the same law;

12. The Joint Ministerial Decision 45820/17-05-2023 (Government Gazette B' 3281/17-05-2023) concerning
"Expenditure eligibility rules, public procurement, complaints objections of the beneficiaries of the INTERREG
Programs 2021-20277;

13. The Interreg VI-A ‘Greece — ltaly 2021 — 2027’ Cooperation Programme, as approved by the European
Commission Implementing Decision C(2022) 6578 final, dated 08/09/2022 for the approval of the support of the
Cooperation Programme "(Interreg VI-A) Greece-ltaly" from the European Regional Development Fund under the
objective of European Territorial Cooperation (Interreg) in Greece;

14. The decision of the Monitoring Committee of the "Interreg VI-A Greece -ltaly 2021-2027" Programme, on
17/07/2026 — via Written procedure No 08/2026 - by which the Terms of Reference of the present Call, the Project
selection Methodology, the selection criteria and the Applicant’s Package were approved,;

INVITES
e Regional and/or Local public bodies;
e Bodies governed by public law (as defined in Article 2(4) of Directive 2014/24/EU);
e Bodies governed by private law, non-profit organisations founded according to private law;

e European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC).

to submit a project proposal as outlined in the present Terms of Reference and apply specifically to the present
Call for Small Scale Project Proposals, to be included and financed in the context of:

e Cooperation Programme: (Interreg VI-A) Greece-ltaly
e European Fund: ERDF

Preamble

This document outlines the terms and conditions that apply specifically to the present 8t Call for Small Scale
Project Proposals: Part A - Specific Objective 2.6 “Promoting the transition to a circular and resource-
efficient economy” and under Specific Objective 4.6 “Enhancing the role of culture and sustainable
tourism in economic development, social inclusion and social innovation” launched by the above Interreg
VI-A Greece-ltaly Programme. It is part of the ‘Application Package for the present Call for Project Proposals’,
which is available at the programme website.

The application package consists of:
» The present ‘Terms of Reference — ToR’ of the Small Scale Project Proposals Call;
* The ‘Programme and Project Implementation Manual - PPIM’, as in force.

e The Annexes of the PPIM to be filled in and submitted attached to the Application Form via MIS:

B|i= Call Code Nr.: 24180
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>Annex 1. The ‘Partnership Declaration’ (standard form provided), duly signed and stamped by the legal
representative of the Lead Beneficiary and Project Beneficiaries;

>Annex 3c: The ‘Justification of Budget Form for Small-Scale Projects’ (standard excel form provided)
completed, expressed in euro, officially signed and stamped by the legal representative of the Lead Beneficiary (in
pdf format) and an editable copy in excel format;

>Annex 5: The ‘State Aid Declaration’ (standard form provided) duly signed and stamped by the legal
representative of each partner separately;

>Annex 32: The 'Project Communication Plan' (standard form provided) duly signed and stamped by the the
legal representative of the Lead Beneficiary.

The above documents are submitted electronically, under penalty of disqualification, as an attachment to the
Application Form and cannot be requested as supplementary documents.

All the Annexes for submission must be duly signed and stamped (physically scanned) or duly signed
electronically by the legal representatives of the participating partners, as explained above, and uploaded to the
MIS.

Note: In case the necessary documents are not signed by the legal representatives of the Partners, an
authorization document from the legal representative of each Partner is required — original or notary certified

copy.

Other documentation to be attached

1. the legal documents that prove the Administrative and Financial capability, the authority/competency of the
beneficiaries for the implementation of the activities of the specific Project, the regulatory framework for the
designation of the body responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Project, the existence and operation
of a Branch (if applicable), as outlined in the Guidance on Small-Scale Projects, must be attached by each
Beneficiary to the section "Utilities"/8.1. Project Bodies Information.

2. supporting documents for the justification of the proposed budget. Such documentation may include, inter alia,
staff cost justifications under Funding Option 1 (e.g. salary slips, employment contracts), as well as market
research, quotations, price offers and previous contracts for equipment and external expertise services under
Funding Option 2.

These documents should be attached to the Application Form via the MIS, however their submission is not
mandatory, and their absence shall not constitute grounds for rejection of the proposal. The availability, adequacy
and quality of the above under point 2, supporting documentation will be taken into consideration during the
evaluation process and may positively influence the score awarded to the proposal.

e The Annexes of the PPIM to support the potential Beneficiaries in drafting and submitting the Project Proposal
are:

- Annex 4c: Justification of Budget Guide for Small Scale Projects

- Annex 10: Programme Output & Result Indicators Guide

- Annex 11: Charter of Fundamental Rights

- Annex 12: Table of COFOG Classification

- Annex 13c: Selection Methodology for Small Scale Projects

- Annex 15c¢: Small Scale Projects — Selection criteria

- Annex 16: Guidelines for applying in MIS 2021-2027

- Annex 17: Technical guidance for Beneficiary User Registration and Account Management

- Annex 18: Ministerial Decision 45820/17-05-2023 (Government Gazette B’ 3218/17-05-2023) concerning
“Expenditure eligibility rules, public procurement, complaints of the beneficiaries of the INTERREG
Programmes 2021-2027"

- Annex 19: Technical guidance of MIS 2021 — 2027

- Annex 20: Subsidy Contract

- Annex 21: Partnership Agreement

- Annex 25: Communication Guide for Project Beneficiaries
- Annex 33 ‘Guidance on Small-Scale Projects’;
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Knowledge of the above documents is essential for developing and submitting a project proposal. Therefore, all
applicants are invited to carefully study and consult all main reference documents before submitting any
project proposal. For reference information, please visit the official websites of the Greece-ltaly Managing
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Authority and of the Responsible Authorities in the Member States (see § 9 of ToR).

1. OBJECTIVES AND FOCUS OF THE CALL

Project applicants are invited to submit their project application under one of the specific objectives of the

Programme and under one of the Intervention categories listed below.

The Specific Objectives
Nr Code Title
1 RSO2.6 Circular economy
2 RS0O4.6 Culture and sustainable tourism

The Intervention Categories

Nr Code Title
1 065 Waste water collection and treatment
2 067 Household waste management: prevention, minimisation, sorting, reuse, recycling
measures
3 069 Commercial, industrial waste managerpent: prevention, minimisation, sorting, reuse,
recycling measures
4 071 Promoting the use of recycled materials as raw materials
5 075 Support to environmentally-friendly production processes and resource efficiency in
SMEs
6 165 Protection, development and promotion of public tourism assets and tourism services
7 166 Protection, development and promotion of cultural heritage and cultural services
The Geographical areas
Nr Territorial level Geographical area(s) Nuts Code
1 Regional Unit loannina EL543
2 Regional Unit Cosenza ITF61
3 Regional Unit Reggio di Calabria ITF65
4 Regional Unit lleia EL633
5 Regional Unit Bari ITF47
6 Regional Unit Kerkyra EL622
7 Regional Unit Kefallinia EL623
8 Regional Unit Aitoloakarnania EL631
9 Regional Unit Brindisi ITF44
10 Regional Unit Arta EL541
11 Regional Unit Barletta-Andria-Trani ITF48
12 Regional Unit Lefkada EL624
13 Regional Unit Zakynthos EL621
14 Regional Unit Taranto ITF43
NERAEGI - == et
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15 Regional Unit Catanzaro ITF63
16 Regional Unit Achaia EL632
17 Regional Unit Crotone ITF62
18 Regional Unit Thesprotia EL542
19 Regional Unit Lecce ITF45
20 Regional Unit Matera ITF52
21 Regional Unit Foggia ITF46
22 Regional Unit Preveza EL541

Financing Activities located outside the programme area:

The Programme area covers geographical areas in the two participating countries as above. All activities of a
project in order to be considered as eligible, must take place within the Programme area. Exceptions to this
principle may be granted only for travel and accommodation costs outside the Programme area in duly justified
cases,

If activities that include travel and accommodation outside the Programme area are planned, the following
conditions need to be satisfied:

a) the activity is for the benefit of the Programme area;

b) the activity is essential for the implementation of the project;

c) the implementation and/or the relevance of the activity have been approved by the Programme beforehand
(foreseen in the Application Form or, if not, have been previously authorized by the MA/JS).

The Output and Result Indicators

Code Description of Indicator Measurement Unit Target
RCO116 Jointly developed solutions Number 16
RCO77 Number c_)f cultural and tourism Number 19
sites supported
RCO83 Strategies and action plans jointly Number 80
developed
RCO84 Pilot factlons deveI(_)ped j_omtly Number 95
and implemented in projects
RCR104 Solutions taken up or up-scaled Number 35
by organisations
Visitors of cultural and tourism -
RCR77 . Annual number of Visits 20000
sites supported

Beneficiaries may only use the indicators listed in the present Call for Project Proposals. (see also Annex 10:
Programme Output & Result Indicators Guide - PORIG)

More detailed information about the Programme, Priorities, Specific Objectives, Region Categories, Indicators as
well as the distribution of public expenditure per priority are listed in Annex | of the presenet Call.

2. BUDGET OF THE CALL

The Programme will allocate approximately 4.458.437,87 EUR (EU & National Funds) to the present Call for
Project Proposals. The EU contribution rate is 75%. Beneficiaries shall ensure the needed own contribution
(public and/or private, if applicable).

An indicative budget allocation (EU & National Funds) to the programme priorities and to the specific objectives is
presented in Annex | — Table 2. In the context of the present Call, projects will be included up to the amount of the
budget of the Call. When selecting projects to be funded, such allocation may be adapted by the Monitoring
Committee (MC) according to programme needs.

INFERREG
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3. CONTEXT OF THE CALL

Small-Scale Projects Call under Specific Objective 2.6 and Specific Objective 4.6

The present Open Call concerns Small-Scale Project proposals foreseen in the Interreg VI-A Greece-ltaly
Programme 2021-2027 under Specific Objective 2.6 “Promoting the transition to a circular and resource-
efficient economy” and under Specific Objective 4.6 “Enhancing the role of culture and sustainable tourism in
economic development, social inclusion and social innovation”.

Specific Objective 2.6: Promoting the Transition to a Circular and Resource-Efficient Economy
Territorial Needs of the Programme Area

The Greece—ltaly Programme area is characterised by an extensive coastline, significant maritime activities,
important agricultural production systems, and a strong dependence on tourism-related economic sectors. At
the same time, increasing environmental pressures, resource consumption, waste generation, seasonal
tourism impacts and climate-related challenges highlight the need for more sustainable production and
consumption patterns across the cross-border area.

The Programme area faces common challenges related to resource efficiency, waste prevention, circular use
of materials, sustainable management of natural resources and the reduction of environmental impacts
generated by economic activities. These challenges are particularly relevant for local communities, small
municipalities, tourism destinations, cultural sites, agricultural areas and coastal territories.

There is therefore a clear need to strengthen cooperation among public authorities, civil society
organisations, educational institutions, local communities, youth organisations and other stakeholders in
order to promote circular economy approaches, improve resource efficiency and encourage sustainable
behavioural change across the Programme area.

Objective of the Call

The objective of the Call is to support small-scale cross-border initiatives that promote circular economy
principles, resource efficiency, waste prevention, reuse and sustainable management of natural resources,
while increasing environmental awareness and encouraging the active participation of local communities.

Projects are expected to contribute to the development and testing of practical solutions, awareness-raising
actions, knowledge transfer activities and community-based initiatives capable of generating tangible
environmental benefits and promoting more sustainable lifestyles and economic practices.

Cross-Border Cooperation

Cross-border cooperation is essential for addressing environmental challenges that extend beyond
administrative boundaries and affect both sides of the Programme area. Through cooperation, organisations
can exchange experiences, jointly develop solutions, transfer good practices and strengthen capacities for
the adoption of circular economy approaches.

Joint actions are expected to generate added value through common methodologies, coordinated awareness
campaigns, shared learning processes and the development of transferable solutions applicable across the
Programme area.

Indicative Action Clusters
The following list is indicative and non-exhaustive:
Action Cluster 1: Policy-making / Planning / Monitoring

* Developing and implementing integrated circular economy strategies and action plans at local/regional
level,

* Improving waste management policies and competences of the public and private sector, including the
prevention, processing and recycling of waste tackling specific types of waste (maritime, micro-plastics,
textiles, waste related to pandemic equipment, construction, etc.);

» Promotion of joint actions among key stakeholders for the monitoring of marine litter (joint clean-up
campaigns) that is linked also to coastal management;

« Setting-up policy frameworks for sustainable products and supporting local and regional governance
structures that encourage circularity, eco-innovation and eco-design approaches in the entire life-cycle of
products,

* Developing and testing approaches that lead to behavioural changes and higher acceptance of more

EIAIKH YTIHPEEIA "INTERREG 2021-2027" = Call Code Nr.: 24180
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sustainable products and resource-efficient consumption and production patterns,

Action Cluster 2: Awareness-raising / Capacity Building

» Awareness-raising of policy makers and stakeholders regarding environmental and economic opportunities
of circular economy;

» Enhancing the capacities of key stakeholders for the implementation of circular economy approaches in all
key fields where those be adopted (e.g., sustainability advisors for SMEs).

Synergies and Capitalisation

Applicants are encouraged to build upon existing knowledge, results and good practices developed through
previous Interreg projects and other EU-funded programmes. Capitalisation actions should facilitate the
transfer, adaptation and wider uptake of successful solutions relevant to the circular economy and resource
efficiency.

Projects are also encouraged to establish synergies with local, regional, national and European initiatives
pursuing similar environmental objectives, including actions supporting the objectives of the EUSAIR
Strategy:

EUSAIR flagships

Pillar 1 — Flagship 1.1 — Fostering quadruple helix ties;
Pillar 2 — Flagship 2.1 Smart/Green Ports;

Pillar 4 - Flagship 4.3 DES AIR.

Expected Results

Projects are expected to contribute to:

* increased awareness and understanding of circular economy principles;

* improved capacities of organisations and communities to implement resource-efficient practices;
» enhanced cooperation among stakeholders across the Programme area;

* increased adoption of sustainable behaviours and environmental practices;

* stronger engagement of citizens and young people in environmental initiatives.

Intervention Fields

* Intervention Field 065 - Waste water collection and treatment

* Intervention Field 067 - Household waste management: prevention, minimisation, sorting, reuse, recycling
measures

* Intervention Field 069 - Commercial, industrial waste management: prevention, minimisation, sorting, reuse,
recycling measures

* Intervention Field 071 - Promoting the use of recycled materials as raw materials

* Intervention Field 075 - Support to environmentally-friendly production processes and resource efficiency in
SMEs

Specific Objective 4.6: Enhancing the Role of Culture and Sustainable Tourism in Economic
Development, Social Inclusion and Social Innovation

Territorial Needs of the Programme Area

The Greece—ltaly Programme area possesses a rich and diverse cultural, natural and maritime heritage,
including archaeological sites, historical centres, cultural traditions, local crafts, gastronomy, landscapes and
coastal destinations. These assets represent an important source of economic development, social cohesion
and territorial identity.

Despite their significant potential, many cultural and tourism assets remain underexploited, fragmented or
insufficiently connected across borders. Tourism activity is often concentrated in a limited number of
destinations and periods of the year, while smaller communities, rural areas and local cultural actors
frequently face difficulties in attracting visitors and accessing new markets.
At the same time, digital transformation, changing visitor expectations and increasing sustainability
requirements create new opportunities for the development of innovative and inclusive tourism products and
cultural services.

EIAIKH YTIHPEEIA "INTERREG 2021-2027" = Call Code Nr.: 24180
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Objective of the Call

The objective of the Call is to strengthen the preservation, promotion and sustainable valorisation of cultural
and natural assets through cross-border cooperation, while supporting the development of sustainable,
inclusive and innovative tourism experiences capable of generating economic, social and cultural benefits
throughout the Programme area.

Particular emphasis is placed on initiatives that preserve and promote local traditions, crafts, cultural
expressions and community identity, while enhancing the capacity of cultural and tourism organisations to
utilise digital tools and innovative approaches.

Cross-Border Cooperation
Cross-border cooperation is fundamental for creating integrated tourism experiences, strengthening the
visibility of the Programme area and promoting common cultural and tourism assets.

Through cooperation, project partners can jointly develop thematic routes, coordinated promotion strategies,
common visitor experiences, shared digital tools and innovative approaches capable of increasing the
attractiveness and competitiveness of the cross-border area.

Projects should clearly demonstrate the added value of cooperation and the benefits generated for
communities and stakeholders on both sides of the border.

Indicative Action Clusters

The following list is indicative and non-exhaustive:

Action Cluster 1: Clustering and Promoting Tourism/Culture

» Clustering actions on tourism and culture linked to territories (mountains, rural areas, sparsely populated
areas, islands);

» Support actions for the development of sustainable and thematic cultural routes and harmonised distribution
of tourism flows.

Action Cluster 2: Capacity Building / Networking

* Development of skills with regard to tourism contemporary trends;
* Enabling the exchange of good practices and networking among stakeholders of different backgrounds
(teachers, actors, architects, etc.) in the field of sustainable tourism and culture.

Synergies and Capitalisation

Applicants are encouraged to capitalise on successful results and good practices developed through
previous Greece—ltaly projects and other European programmes. Particular attention should be given to the
transfer and adaptation of proven solutions with clear potential for wider territorial impact.

Projects are also encouraged to establish complementarities with relevant local, regional, national and
European initiatives, including actions supporting the objectives of the EUSAIR Strategy:

EUSAIR flagships
Pillar 4 - Flagship 4.3 DES AIR; Flagship 4.5 Air Cultural Route.

Expected Results
Projects are expected to contribute to:

* increased visibility and attractiveness of the Programme area;

* improved preservation and valorisation of cultural and natural heritage;

» enhanced cooperation among cultural, tourism and community stakeholders;

* increased capacity of organisations to adopt innovative and digital approaches;
« stronger participation of local communities and young people;

+ development of more sustainable and inclusive tourism models.

Intervention Fields

Project proposals shall be linked to one of the following intervention fields:

* Intervention Field 165 — Protection, development and promotion of public tourism assets and tourism
services;

* Intervention Field 166 — Protection, development and promotion of cultural heritage and cultural services.

EIAIKH YTIHPEEIA "INTERREG 2021-2027" = Call Code Nr.: 24180
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Overall, applicants shall submit project proposals:

e under one Specific Objective only at Call-Part A level. Project objectives, activities, outputs and
results must demonstrate a clear contribution to the achievement of the Programme indicators and
expected results under the selected Specific Objective.

o linked only to one of the intervention fields identified in the Call documentation and contribute
directly to the Programme indicators associated with Specific Objective 2.6 or Specific Objective 4.6.
Where activities contribute to both intervention fields, applicants shall select the intervention field that
represents the predominant focus of the project and accounts for the largest share of the project budget.

4. PROJECT DURATION

Projects should be concluded within a maximum period of eighteen (18) months after the signing of the
Subsidy Contract (SC) between the Managing Authority/ Alternate Minister of Economy and Finance and the Lead
Beneficiary. Projects that have started their implementation before the signing of the contract, and in any case
after 1/1/2021, should not have been concluded before the application for funding at the present Call for Project
Proposals.

This limit applies for the operative phase of the project and does not include the preparation phase.

5. ELIGIBILITY OF APPLICANTS

According to the present Call for Project Proposals, eligible applicants are the entities that fall into the categories
of potential Beneficiaries below:

a) Regional and/ or Local public bodies

b) Bodies governed by public law (as defined in Article 2(4) of Directive 2014/24/EU) meaning bodies that

have all of the following characteristics:

a. they are established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest, not having an
industrial or commercial character;

b. they have legal personality; and

c. they are financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies
governed by public law; or are subject to management supervision by those authorities or bodies; or have
an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, more than half of whose members are appointed by
the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public law;

c) Bodies governed by private law, non-profit organisations founded according to private law can be eligible

under the following conditions as a whole:

d. they are not established with the goal to obtain profit,

e. they do not distribute profits to the shareholders,

f. they should have at least completed one accounting year of operation before the launch of the specific
call for proposals. This rule is also applicable for the local-regional subsidiary/branch offices.
It should be noted that private companies, not falling under the conditions listed at point (c) are not
eligible.

d) European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC). Eligible EGTC must be governed by the law of one
of the participating countries where the EGTC has its registered office. EGTCs located outside the
Programme area and not registered in one of the Member States participating in the cross-border Programme

are not eligible for funding. EGTC cannot be a sole beneficiary of a project proposal

= Call Code Nr.: 24180
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Bodies governed by public law (under category b. above), private organisations (under category c. above) and
EGTC (under category d. above) should have at least one accounting year of operation completed before the
launching of the Call for proposals. If a body governed by public law is participating through a branch located in
the Programme area, the branch must be operational for at least 12 months before the launching of the call for
proposals.

In principle, to become a project beneficiary, the legal address of the beneficiary’s organisation has to be located
in the eligible area of the Programme with the exception of:

- organisations located outside the Programme area but having local/regional subsidiary/branch offices
established in the Programme area;

Organisations located outside the Programme area not registered in one of the Member States participating in the
cross-border Programme are not eligible for funding.

6. ELIGIBILITY OF PARTNERSHIPS

As a minimum requirement, the project partnership must involve two (2) beneficiaries one from each Member
State. The partnership scheme must not exceed four (4) beneficiaries.

In line with Article 2(9) of the CPR, beneficiaries are responsible for initiating and/or implementing projects. They
can be public or private legal entities of both participating countries; and shall cooperate in the development and
implementation of operations, as well as in the staffing or financing of operations, or both in accordance with
Article 23(4) of the ETC Regulation.

The project partnership consists of the Lead Beneficiary (LB) and the Project Beneficiary (PB). The Lead
Beneficiary is responsible for undertaking the tasks outlined in Article 26 of the Interreg Regulation. The LB
submits the project proposal on behalf of all participating beneficiaries and acts as the the Coordinator of the
project defined by all the beneficiaries / co-beneficiaries.

Each beneficiary may submit up to 1 Project Proposal in the present Call. The above limit applies to all types of
Beneficiaries (LB, PB) considered as a unique structure (not as single Units/Departments) and it is applied at Call level — not at
Specific Objective level. In case a potential Beneficiary applies to more than 1 Project Proposals, then the first proposal
submitted on MIS, will be assessed.

7. ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURE

7.1 The end date of the eligibility period for the costs of the proposed operations is defined as 31.12.2029. The
end date of the proposed projects (completion in both physical and financial terms of the project) should be by
the above date.

7.2 Projects that have been physically completed or fully executed before the application for funding at the present
Call for Project Proposals are not eligible, regardless of whether or not the related payments have been made.

7.3 Project budget requirements (incl. EU & National Funds)
The minimum budget of the submitted project proposals is defined as the amount of 120.000,00 €.
The maximum budget of the submitted project proposals is defined as the amount of 400.000,00 €.
7.4 Partners budget requirements (incl. EU & National Funds)

The maximum budget of each project partner is set at the amount of 200.000,00€. No minimum budget
requirements per partner apply.

7.5 Associated Partners budget requirements (incl. EU & National Funds)
Non-Applicable in present Call.

7.6 The ERDF co-financing to beneficiaries may be reduced in case of State aid relevance of project activities, in
compliance with relevant rules on State aid (see § State Aid and de minimis regime of the PPIM). In such a
case State aid is granted under the de minimis regime & GBER within the project.

7.7 The MA may modify the total amount of the public expenditure of the present Call or may proceed with a
justified termination of the validity of the Call, informing in any case the beneficiaries through the programme
website.
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7.8 The eligibility rules for the costs of the co-financed operations are specified in the ‘Guidance on Small-Scale
Projects’ and more detailed in the ‘Programme & Project Implementation Manua - PPIMI'.

7.9 In the framework of the present Call each potential beneficiary must explicitly use one of the two calculation
methods described below:

Option 1: Staff Costs as a real cost, while all other costs as a flat rate.

Staff Costs are calculated on the basis of actual gross employment costs, with all other project related costs
covered by a flat rate of up to 40% of eligible direct staff costs of the beneficiary's budget, as follows:

INFERREG
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Flat rate/
. Standard
E)((:;:::dcl,ture Description Meas&:;tietment scale of Unit Description
gory Costs/ Lump
sums
A.25 Staff Cost Real Costs (€) N/A Direct cost category
Office and
Administration
B.36 (flat rate)
(Flat rate Travel and .
financing for Accommodation Other eligible costs up to 40%
eligible costs (flat rate) Flat rate % 40% of the eligible direct staff costs
other than of the beneficiary's budget
direct staff Equipment
costs)
External Expertise
and Services
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Option 2: Direct costs as a real cost, while Staff costs, Office and Administration and Travel and
Accomodation as a flat rate.

Direct Costs are defined as the sum of the costs of the budget lines “External expertise and services”, “Equipment”
and “Infrastructure and Works” of the beneficiary’s budget, as follows:.
Flat rate/
Expenditure oy Measurement Standard . oy
catedo Description Unit scale of Unit Description
gory Costs/ Lump
sums
A.35 Equipment Real cost (€) N/A Direct cost category
A.33 Extel_'nal Expertise and Real cost (€) N/A Direct cost category
Services
Up to 20% of the direct costs
B.24 Staff Cost (flat rate) Flat rate 20 % other than the direct staff costs
of the beneficiary's budget
Office and Up to 15% of the eligible direct
B.26 Administration  (flat Flat rate 15 % staff costs of the beneficiary's
rate) budget
Travel and Up to 15% of the eligible direct
B.30 Accommodation (flat Flat rate 15 % staff costs of the beneficiary's
rate) budget

7.10 In Option 1 finance scheme, a flat rate of up to 40 % is applied only to the direct staff costs to calculate all
the other costs (Office and administration/Travel and accommodation/Equipment/External Expertise and
Services) of the beneficiary’s budget. The beneficiary only needs to estimate expenditure related to staff costs,
and submit during the project's reporting period proof of gross employment cost, such as employment
documents, payslips, appointment decisions, timesheets etc.

7.11 Direct staff costs must relate to activities that the beneficiary organisation would not carry out if the project
concerned was not undertaken.

7.12 Direct costs for the calculation of Staff Cost in Option 2 finance scheme, are defined as the sum of the costs
of the budget lines “external expertise and services” and “equipment” costs of the beneficiary’s budget. The
Office and Administration, and Travel & Accommodation budget categories are not included in the direct costs.
These budget categories, if selected by the beneficiary, are calculated based on the budget category “Staff
Costs”.

7.13 The budget category “Infrastructure and Works” is not eligible for the SSPs under the present Call.
7.14 Preparation costs are not eligible for the SSPs under the present Call.

7.15 The simplified cost options applied to the projects cannot be modified, either during their implementation or
upon their completion.

7.16 Each project proposal may consist of different financing options since each partner may select the option that
suits best to its activities.

Detailed eligibility rules on activities and related expenditure are described in the Programme & Project
Implementation Manual, while indicative examples concerning the two (2) financing options are outlined in the
‘Guidance on Small-Scale Projects’.
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8. INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS/CONCEPT NOTES

8.1.  The project proposal will be submitted via MIS with reference to the present Call for Project Proposal by the Lead
Beneficiary's legal representative (personal user account of the legal representative), at the following website
https://logon.ops.qgr/

v' from 29/07/2026 (start date for submission of proposals), time 14.00 Eastern European Time (CET+1))
v'until, exclusively, 09/10/2026 (deadline for submission of proposals), time 14.00 Eastern European Time (CET+1).

After the successful submission of the proposal, the Beneficiaries are informed about it through the MIS.

Before the deadline for submitting proposals, it is allowed to resubmit a new proposal after cancelling the original proposal.
The proposal is evaluated based on the last successful/valid submission.

The beneficiaries are required to have two types of personal user accounts (username and password) to access the MIS:
1. the Beneficiaries’ officers to fill in the forms, and

2. the Lead Beneficiary's legal representative for submitting proposals, or another user of the system authorized for
submission.

If the Beneficiaries do not already have a "Body Code" in the MIS from the period 2014-2020 or 2021-2027, should apply for a
body code.

Instructions for obtaining a Body Code and/or User Account in MIS can be found in the Applicant’'s Package, Annexes 16,17.

8.2.  The Application Form (AF) is the Beneficiary's proposal and is completed exclusively in the electronic format available
at the MIS. Instructions for filling in the fields of the Application Form are attached to the present Call (Annex 16). The
submission of the proposal also constitutes an application for funding of the potential beneficiaries.

Beneficiaries are obliged to fully complete and attach all the required legal documents by the proposal submission deadline.

9. SELECTION PROCESS

The selection process of submitted project proposals is the following:

9.1 The 8t Call for Small-Scale Project Proposals: Part A — SO2.6 & S04.6 adopted an one-stage submission and
evaluation of proposals framework, under comparative assessment procedure, according to relevant ‘Annex 13c: Selection
Methodology for Small-Scale Projects’.

Therefore, after the submission of the proposal by the potential Lead Beneficiary, the selection process and approval of projects
is as follows.

o Phase 1’ — Administrative & Eligibility Criteria/ assessed - by JS
o Phase 2’ — Quality Assessment based on Content & Implementation-potential selection criteria — assessed - by MA/JS
o Phase 3’ — Eligibility of Beneficiaries & State-aid compliance/ assessed - by JS

o Phase 4 - Optimization and finalization of the budget for the proposals most likely to be approved for funding/ assessed
- by MA/JS

During the evaluation, the MA may request the beneficiary to submit additional information and clarifications, within a

specific deadline.

Additional data are those which, while foreseen in the Call, were not submitted due to an omission by the potential
beneficiary and have been issued before the submission of the proposal. However, it is not possible to submit as
additional information those that are requested from the Call as mandatory under penalty of disqualification.

Clarifications are items requested by the evaluator(s) to clarify the submitted information and better understand the
content of the proposal.

Upon completion of the comparative assessment -all phases-, the proposals are ranked in descending order per S.O.
based on their score, following the approval of MC.

EIAIKH YTIHPEEIA "INTERREG 2021-2027" = Call Code Nr.: 24180
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Publication of a provisional list of evaluated proposals.
Submission and examination of complaints

The potential Beneficiaries may submit a complaint to the competent MA regarding the results of the evaluation (see
PPIM). Complaints are submitted once, within a subversive deadline of seven (7) working days from the day following the
notification of the evaluation results.

Upon completion of the examination of the complaints concerning the evaluation, the proposals for which the complaint is
accepted are added to the ranking table, in the order in which they are ranked by their score, in order to produce the Final
Ranking Table of evaluated proposals.

Publication of a Final Ranking Table of evaluated proposals, after the examination of the submitted complaints.

The relevant Subsidy Contract is signed by the Managing Authority/ Alternate Minister of Ministry of Economy and
Finance and the Lead Beneficiary.

10. COMMUNICATION - SUPPORT TO APPLICANTS

10.1

10.2

For information with regard to the Programme, the Management and Control System, the institutional
framework for the implementation of the actions within the Programme, the eligible expenditure costs for the
actions, as well as any information related to the submission of proposals (such as instructions for the
completion of the Application Form, monitoring indicators, specification of the project proposal evaluation
criteria and other documents, which are necessary for the examination of the proposal) please visit the
Programme website www.greece-italy.eu.

You may also find relevant information on the Managing Authority’s website at www.interreg.gr and the
Programme website at: www.greece-italy.eu.

The Programme provides the following support measures and tools to assist applicants (potential
beneficiaries) in submitting quality project proposals. In particular:

o Information Events / Info-Days — Applicants can attend informative events in both participating countries
regarding the present Call for Project Proposals related to the Call ToRs, Programme features, objective/s
and actions, partnership requirements, communication, project finances, etc. in the context of their project
proposal (idea). Specific information (date, time, etc.) about the events is posted on the Programme
website.

o Assistance to Applicants (applicant exchange of project proposal ideas and matchmaking) - In a dedicated
section on the Programme website, applicants are facilitated with sharing project ideas, checking
relevance, project partner searching and finding existing ideas for cooperation.

o Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) - In a dedicated section on the Programme website, applicants are
provided with answers to the most frequently asked questions (FAQ) regarding the Programme funding
and application process. Questions may be posed in written (at interregq@mou.gr) via an e-mail to the
Managing Authority, no later than twenty (20) calendar days before the deadline for the submission of
proposals. Answers shall be published no later than ten (10) calendar days before the deadline for the
submission of Project Proposals. As the FAQ is regularly expanded and updated, please revisit the
Programme website regularly for retrieving the most up-to-date information.

o Helpdesks for technical support - For questions related to the application system, contact MIS helpdesk
(ikalaitzoglou@mou.gr) by email or consult the MIS user manual.

o National support by Antenna and Info Points (IPs) - Applicants can also reach out Antenna and Info Points
(IP) in both Programme countries (https://www.greece-italy.eu/contacts/). They offer national support
regarding the calls and provide information in national languages on primarily national application issues.

Applicants are invited to regularly consult the official Programme website for updates and further details

regarding all support measures.

11. PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION

7.1

The Managing Authority that holds the position of "controller" declares that:

e is aware of the provisions of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council
on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free
movement of such data, the Hellenic Legislation - Law 4624/2019 and the relevant instructions and
decisions of the Hellenic Data Protection Authority, which govern the legal execution of the Call, and
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e fully undertakes the obligations deriving from the legislation, regarding the protection and security of
personal data, which may be processed and/or come to its knowledge in any way.

7.2 The processing by the beneficiaries (acting as processors) is governed by a legal act that falls under the
European Union law and the Hellenic law, which binds the processor in relation to the controller and
determines the object and duration of the processing, the nature and purpose of the processing, the type of
personal data and the categories of data subjects, as well as the obligations and rights of the controller and
the processors. This legal act, takes the form of the Subsidy Contract between the Managing Authority and the
Lead Beneficiary (Lead Partner) of a project - following the Decision of the Monitoring Committee, where all
the provisions related to the protection of personal data are provided.

THE ALTERNATE MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE

Nikolaos PAPATHANASIS

Attached:
1. Annex|: Tables 1-4

Internal Communication (e-copy):

1. General Secretariat for PA, Ms. V. Pantelopoulou

2. MA of INTERREG 2021-2027: Head of MA, Unit A & B
3. IS Greece-ltaly
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ANNEX I: DETAILS OF THE COOPERATION PROGRAMME ON THE ANNOUNCED ACTIVITIES OF THE
PRESENT CALL

Tables 1-4

Table 1: CALL-SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

COOPERATION PROGRAMME: (Interreg VI-A) Greece-ltaly CODE: 632
POLICY SPECIFIC INTERVENTION
OBJECTIVE CODE | PRIORITY CODE | FUND OBJECTIVE CODE CATEGORY CODE
P2 - Enhanced
Greener cooperation for ERD Circular RSO | Waste water collection and
2 a greener and 2 065
Europe F economy 2.6 treatment
low carbon
GR-IT area
Ejo- E:ar;;nncfc:’r Household waste
Greener P ERD Circular RSO | management: prevention,
2 a greener and 2 Cs . 067
Europe F economy 2.6 minimisation, sorting,
low carbon reuse, recycling measures
GR-IT area > recycling
P2 - Enhanced Commercial, industrial
Greener cooperation for ERD Circular RSO waste ”.“a”ag?me.”t .
2 a greener and 2 prevention, minimisation, 069
Europe F economy 2.6 . .
low carbon sorting, reuse, recycling
GR-IT area measures
P2 - Enhanced
Greener cooperation for ERD Gircular RSO Promoting the yse of
2 a greener and 2 recycled materials as raw 071
Europe F economy 2.6 .
low carbon materials
GR-IT area
P2 - Enhanced Support to
Greener cooperation for ERD Circular RSO enwronrnentally-fnendly
2 a greener and 2 production processes and 075
Europe F economy 26 - .
low carbon resource efficiency in
GR-IT area SMEs
Ejo- E?aq;nncfc?r Culture and Protection, development
Social P . ERD . RSO | and promotion of public
4 a more social 3 sustainable . . 165
Europe . ) F ) 4.6 tourism assets and tourism
and inclusive tourism services
GR-IT area
Ec?o- 'Z:;;”:?; Culture and Protection, development
Social P . ERD . RSO | and promotion of cultural
4 a more social 3 sustainable . 166
Europe i ) F . 4.6 heritage and cultural
and inclusive tourism services
GR-IT area
Detailed reference is provided in IP and Programme & Project Implementation Manual.
Table 2: CALL-SPECIFIC BUDGET
COOPERATION PROGRAMME : (Interreg VI-A) Greece-ltaly CODE: 632

INFERREG
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ERDF & NATIONAL
PRIORITY CODE FUND BUDGET

P2 - Enhanced cooperation for a greener and low carbon GR- 2 ERDF 1.470.000,00
IT area

206 - Circular economy 100,00%
P3 - Enhanced cooperation for a more social and inclusive 3 ERDF 2.088.437.87
GR-IT area

456 - Culture and sustainable tourism 100,00%

Detailed reference is provided in Programme & Project Implementation Manual.
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COOPERATION PROGRAMME: (Interreg VI-A)

Greece-ltaly FUND: ERDF
SPECIFIC INDICATORS
PRIORITY
OBJECTIVE CODE ID TITLE MEASUREMENT
UNIT
P3 - Enhanced cooperation for Number of cultural and
a more social and inclusive RS0O4.6 RCO77 i . Number
tourism sites supported
GR-IT area
P2 - Enhanced cooperation for Strategies and action plans
a greener and low carbon GR- | RS02.6 RCO83 . 9 P Number
jointly developed
IT area
P3 - Enhanced cooperation for Pilot actions developed
a more social and inclusive RS0O4.6 RCO84 jointly and implemented in Number
GR-IT area projects
P2 - Enhanced cooperation for
a greener and low carbon GR- | RS02.6 RCO116 Jointly developed solutions Number
IT area
Detailed reference is provided in Programme Output & Result Indicators Guide.
Table 4: CALL-SPECIFIC RESULT INDICATORS
COOPERATION PROGRAMME: (Interreg VI-A) FUND: ERDF
Greece-ltaly
SPECIFIC INDICATORS
PRIORITY
OBJECTIVE CODE ID TITLE MEASUREMENT
UNIT
P3- Enhan_ced coo.peratllon for Visitors of cultural and Annual number of
a more social and inclusive RS0O4.6 RCR77 . . .
tourism sites supported Visits
GR-IT area
P3 - Enhanced cooperation for Solutions taken Ub oF UD-
a more social and inclusive RS0O4.6 RCR104 . P ) P Number
scaled by organisations
GR-IT area
P2 - Enhanced cooperation for Solutions taken up oF Up-
a greener and low carbon GR- RSO2.6 RCR104 . P . P Number
scaled by organisations
IT area
Detailed reference is provided in Programme Output & Result Indicators Guide.
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