Co-funded by
the European Union

iterrey

Greece - Italy

Frequently Asked Questions:
8th Call for Small Scale Project Proposals
Part A & Part B

Cross-Border-Cooperation Programme
Interreg VI-A ‘Greece-Italy 2021-2027’

CCl 2021TC16RFCB0O19

Published on 24 September 2026, v1.0

Greece-Italy Programme is co-financed by European Union and National Funds of Member States




Table of Contents

vk wnNRe

o Yot dy Y oY o] [ToF 1 u o s TR 3
Eligibility Of BENETICIAII®S .. .vveiiieiiiee ettt e e e raree e e erre e e e srraeeeeaes 5
Eligibility of Expenditure & FINANCING ....ccoccuiiiiiciiee ettt e e eire e e s nrae e 9
(o) [=Tot f D11 Y7= (o] o] 4 =T o | TR 15

MIS/ Other issues



1. Project Application

Q1.1 - Can an applicant submit two proposals under Part A of 8th Call, one for Circular
Economy and one for Culture & Sustainable Tourism?

No. Under Part A, each beneficiary may participate in one project proposal. The limit
applies at Call level, not at Specific Objective level, and the beneficiary is considered as
one legal structure rather than as separate departments or units.

Therefore, an organisation cannot submit one proposal under SO 2.6 and another under
SO 4.6.

Q1.2 - Can the same organisation submit one proposal under Part A of 8th Call and
another under Part B of 8th Call?

Yes, subject to the eligibility conditions of each Part. Part A and Part B have separate
Terms of Reference and separate Call codes (24180 and 24206). The one-proposal
limitation applies to the respective Call.

Accordingly, an organisation may submit one proposal under Part A and one proposal
under Part B, provided that it is eligible and meets all other requirements of each Call.
The two proposals must, of course, concern genuinely different interventions
corresponding to the relevant Specific Objectives.

Q1.3 - Do supporting budget documents have to be uploaded as one single file?
There is no requirement in the Call that all supporting budget documentation must
constitute one single document.

The current MIS guidance states that, where there are multiple documents belonging to
the same document category, applicants are advised to create a ZIP file containing the
documents and upload the ZIP file.

Q1.4 - If documents were already uploaded in Section 8.1 in a previous Call, do they
need to be uploaded again?

Applicants should ensure that the beneficiary's current MIS profile contains the
documents required for the present Call.

The 8™ Call ToR requires each Lead Beneficiary and Project Beneficiary to provide in
Section 8.1 the legal documentation demonstrating administrative and financial
capacity, competence/authority, responsibility for operation and maintenance, and
branch existence where applicable.

Previous uploads should therefore not simply be assumed to satisfy the requirements
of the new Call. Beneficiaries should review and update their MIS profile and documents
before submission.

Q1.5 - Can documents supporting an Italian NGO's eligibility be submitted in Italian?
Yes, for the relevant beneficiary legal/administrative documentation.

The Programme's current FAQ states that the necessary documents proving beneficiary
eligibility can be submitted in the native language of the beneficiary.



This should not be confused with the language of the MIS/Application Form itself, which
is completed through the electronic MIS system.

Q1.6 - Must all mandatory annexes be signed and stamped? Are PAJES and P7M both
accepted?

Yes. All mandatory annexes required for the submission of the 8™ Call must be duly
signed and stamped physically and then scanned, or duly signed electronically, and
uploaded to MIS.

Where an electronic signature is used, the accepted format is PAJES (PDF Advanced
Electronic Signature).

P7M files are not accepted for the submission of the mandatory annexes, as this format
may not be technically readable/openable within the systems used for the submission
and verification of the application.

Applicants are therefore advised to submit electronically signed documents in PAdES
format, ensuring that the signature is valid and that the signed document can be opened
and read as a standard PDF.

For the avoidance of doubt, a P7M file should not be uploaded instead of the required
PAdES-signed PDF.

Q1.7 - Is an offline Application Form available?

There is no separate official offline Application Form for submission.

The ToR requires the Application Form to be completed electronically through MIS. The
current MIS guidance states that a draft Application Form can be downloaded after a
Lead Applicant creates the specific project Application Form in MIS.

Applicants may therefore prepare their content offline for working purposes, but the
official application must be completed and submitted through MIS.

Q1.8 - Under the framework of the 8th Call for Small-Scale Project Proposals: Part A —
S$02.6 & S04.6, is a decision of the Board of Directors (BoD) of the organisation
required for the approval of the submission of the project proposal?

No. The Terms of Reference of the Call do not identify a decision of the Board of
Directors approving the submission of the project proposal as a mandatory document
to be submitted with the Application Form.

The Call requires the project proposal to be submitted through MIS by the legal
representative of the Lead Beneficiary, and specifies the mandatory annexes to be
submitted with the Application Form. A Board of Directors’ decision is not included
among these mandatory submission documents.

Applicants should nevertheless ensure that the proposal is submitted in accordance with
the internal decision-making procedures and applicable national legislation governing
the participating organisation.

However, a Decision of the designated bodies of each project beneficiary, (e.g. Board
of Directors, Municipal Board, Director, Service Manager, etc.) accepting to implement
the project as it was approved by MC and authorizing a representative to sign any
required document, is mandatory to be issued and submitted prior to contracting.



2. Eligibility of Beneficiaries

Q2.1 - Who can be considered eligible and therefore may participate in a project
proposal?

Eligible Beneficiaries

In principle, Interreg Greece-Italy Programme supports Beneficiaries coming from GR-IT
Programme Area. For Greece, eligible are the Regions of Western Greece, lonian Islands
and Epirus (all Prefectures). For Italy, eligible are the Regions of Puglia (all Provinces),
Basilicata (Province of Matera) and Reggio Calabria (Provinces of Catanzaro, Cosenza,
Crotone and Reggio di Calabria.

Please consult the Implementing Provisions of the Programme here.

Eligible categories of Beneficiaries

For the 8 Call (Part A & Part B), the following categories of Beneficiaries may be
considered as eligible:

a) regional or local public bodies

b) bodies governed by public law (as defined in Article 2(4) of Directive 2014/24/EU)
c) bodies governed by private law, non profit

d) European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC).

Please consult the Terms of Reference of the 6t Call (see §5).

SMEs / Profit making organisations are not eligible in both Calls.

Q2.2 - Are Organisations/ Bodies located outside Greece-ltaly area eligible for
participating in a project proposal?

In principle, to become a project beneficiary, the legal address of the beneficiary’s
organisation has to be located in the eligible area of the Programme with the exception
of:

a) organisations located outside the Programme area but having local/regional
subsidiary/branch office established in the Programme area (operating for the last
12 months from the date of launching the Call).

Please note that in the 8" Call, other organisations — apart from the above-mentioned-
located outside the Programme area but inside the Member States are not eligible to
participate even though their participation in the project could bring added value and
expertise to its implementation and benefits the Programme cooperation area.

Therefore, each potential Beneficiary should examine whether they fall into the eligible
category mentioned above.

Q2.3 - Under which conditions an EGTC may be considered as eligible?

An Eligible EGTC must be governed by the law of one of the participating countries
where the EGTC has its registered office. EGTC located outside the Programme area and



not registered in one of the Member States participating in the cross-border Programme
is not eligible for funding. An EGTC cannot be a sole beneficiary of a project proposal.

Q2.4 - Which is the level of eligibility for Universities?

Universities may participate in Greece-ltaly Programme at University level.

Q2.5 - Are SME’s/ Profit-making Organisations eligible?

SMEs/ Profit-making Organisations are not eligible for direct financial support in this
Call. They can only benefit from guidance and other type of support and consultancy
throughout cooperation schemes with research institutions.

Q2.6 - Can a private technical company participate as a beneficiary?

Only if it falls within an eligible beneficiary category. For-profit private companies are
not eligible beneficiaries under the 8t Call.

However, a private company may potentially be contracted as an external
expertise/service provider, provided that the relevant activity is eligible and the
beneficiary complies with all applicable procurement rules.

Q2.7 - Are Associated Beneficiaries eligible in the 8th Calls of Project Proposals?

The participation of Associated Beneficiaries (i.e. without budget beneficiaries) is not
applicable in the 8™ Call of Greece-Italy Programme.

Q2.8 - Is the 8th Call intended only for small organisations or small municipalities?
No. “Small-Scale Project” refers to the scale, scope and implementation approach of
the project, not to the size of the beneficiary organisation.

The eligible beneficiary categories include regional and/or local public bodies, bodies
governed by public law, eligible non-profit organisations established under private law
and EGTCs. The Calls do not restrict participation to organisations that are “small” in
organisational or financial terms.

Q2.9 - Can a municipality participate as a full beneficiary and receive its own budget?

Yes. Regional and/or local public bodies are eligible beneficiaries. A municipality may
therefore participate as a Project Beneficiary and have its own budget allocation,
provided that the overall partnership and budget requirements of the relevant Part are
respected.

For Part A, the project partnership must comprise 2—4 beneficiaries, including the Lead
Beneficiary, with at least one beneficiary from each Member State. There is no minimum
budget per partner, while the maximum partner budget is €200.000.

Associated Partners are not applicable under Part A or Part B of 8" Call.



Q2.10 - Is there a formal Expression of Interest stage before the full application?

No. The 8™ Call uses a one-stage submission and evaluation procedure. There is no
formal Expression of Interest stage in the Call.

The binding partnership document is the Partnership Declaration, which must be
submitted with the Application Form and cannot be supplied later as a supplementary
document.

Any internal partner-selection or Expression of Interest procedure carried out by an
organisation is therefore an internal matter and does not replace the mandatory Call
documentation.

Q2.11 - Can an organisation located outside the Programme area participate as a
beneficiary without a branch in the eligible area?

For the 8™ Call, the eligibility rules provide for organisations located outside the
Programme area to participate where they have a local/regional subsidiary or branch
established in the Programme area. For a beneficiary participating through such a
branch, the branch must be operational for at least 12 months before the launch of the
Call.

The 8th Call ToRs do not include the broader possibility, found in some earlier Calls, for
an organisation outside the Programme area to participate solely because it brings
expertise and added value.

Q2.12 - An organisation has its headquarters in Athens but an officially registered
branch in Zakynthos. Can it participate?

Yes, provided that the branch satisfies the applicable eligibility conditions.

Zakynthos is within the Programme area, and organisations outside the Programme area
may participate through an eligible local/regional subsidiary or branch established in the
Programme area. The branch must have been operational for at least 12 months before
the launch of the Call.

The relevant evidence concerning the existence and operation of the branch must be
uploaded in the beneficiary's MIS profile, Section 8.1.

Q2.13 - Can individual university departments be treated as separate beneficiaries?
No. The beneficiary is the legal entity, not an individual university department or unit.
The 8™ Call expressly states that the one-proposal limit applies to beneficiaries
considered as a unique structure and not as individual Units/Departments.
Departments may contribute to different project proposals through their university, but
they cannot be treated as separate legal beneficiaries.

Q2.14 - Can municipalities or cultural authorities participate only as supporting
stakeholders in an SO 4.6 project?

The 8th Call for Small-Scale Project Proposals — Part A provides for a partnership
consisting of beneficiaries and does not foresee Associated Partners or a separate
category of “supporting stakeholders” within the project partnership. The partnership



must consist of 2—4 beneficiaries, including at least one beneficiary from Greece and one
from ltaly.

Therefore, a municipality or competent cultural authority cannot participate as a formal
Associated Partner or “supporting stakeholder” in the sense of an additional project-
partnership category established by the Call. However, it is also not automatically
required to become a beneficiary simply because a cultural or tourism site falls within
the scope of the project.

The beneficiaries included in the project partnership must have the competence and
authority to implement the activities assigned to them. The SSP Guidance specifically
requires the relevant competence to be supported by legal documentation, such as
statutes or other legal acts, and provides that the competence of each beneficiary for
the implementation of the project activities is examined during the selection procedure.
Where the project concerns a cultural or tourism site, applicants should therefore
ensure that the beneficiary or beneficiaries responsible for the relevant activities have
the necessary legal competence, authority and responsibilities for carrying them out
and, where relevant, for the operation, use, maintenance or continuation of the
resulting outputs. The Call requires the relevant regulatory framework concerning the
body responsible for operation and maintenance to be provided where applicable.

A municipality, cultural authority, site manager or other competent body may be
involved in the project in an appropriate stakeholder or cooperation role outside the
formal beneficiary partnership, where relevant to the implementation of the activities.
Such involvement does not, however, create a separate Associated Partner status under
the Call and does not replace the legal competence required from the beneficiaries
responsible for the relevant activities.

Finally, the fact that a beneficiary has the relevant competence does not remove the
need to obtain any specific licences, permits, approvals or authorisations required
under applicable national, regional or local legislation for the implementation of the
proposed activities.

Applicants should therefore clearly explain in the Application Form which beneficiary is
responsible for each relevant activity, on what legal or institutional basis it has the
necessary competence, and, where applicable, which other competent authorities or
site managers will be involved and what their role will be.



3. Eligibility of Expenditure & Financing

Q3.1 - What is project expenses eligibility period?

The project eligibility period starts with the signature of the Subsidy Contract and lasts
until the end date of the project.

However, in case of project activities started their implementation before the signing of
the Subsidy Contract, and in any case after 01/01/2021, should not have been concluded
before the application for funding at of the Call, in order to be eligible.

Overall, the expenses eligibility period starts at January 1st 2021 and ends on December
31st 2029 for Greece-Italy Programme.

Q3.2 - We represent a small nonprofit organization with limited financial resources. In
case of the approval of the project proposal in which we will participate, are we
entitled to receive a pre financing and up to which amount?

All categories of Beneficiaries are entitled to receive a pre financing after signing the
Subsidy Contract and the Partnership Agreement.

All categories of Beneficiaries from Greece will receive pre financing from the Public
Investment Programme.

All categories of Beneficiaries from Italy will not receive pre financing. They will receive
ERDF reimbursement from the Accounting Authority of the Programme and the relevant
national co financing from the Italian National Authority, according to the progress of
Project Implementation.

Q3.3 - We represent a small nonprofit organization with limited financial resources. In
case of the approval of the project proposal in which we will participate, are we
obliged to cover the national co financing from our own budget? If not, who will be
responsible to cover the national co financing?

All types of Beneficiaries are entitled to receive the national co financing, during the
Project Implementation and after signing the Subsidy Contract and the Partnership
Agreement.

All categories of Beneficiaries from Greece will receive the national co financing from
the Public Investment Programme.

All categories of Beneficiaries from Italy will receive the national co financing from the
Italian National Authority, following the ERDF reimbursement from the Accounting
Authority. After Italian Beneficiaries receive the ERDF reimbursement, the JS will inform
the Italian National Authority in order to proceed with the reimbursement of the
national co-financing to the LB, in case LB is Italian. Otherwise, if the LB is Greek, the
Italian National Authority will pay directly to the beneficiaries.

Q3.4 - How is the 25% co-financing covered?

The SSP Guidance provides for an EU co-financing rate of 75%, with the remaining 25%
covered through national public funding or beneficiaries' own resources, in accordance
with the arrangements applicable in each participating country.



For beneficiaries in Greece, the national contribution is provided through the Public
Investment Programme (PIP), subject to the applicable procedures.

For beneficiaries in Italy, national co-financing arrangements are determined in
accordance with CIPE Resolution 78/2021 and the applicable national mechanisms and
procedures. Applicants remain responsible for ensuring that the required co-financing
is available.

The ToR/SSP Guidance do not establish a separate rule allowing staff time to be treated
as an additional in-kind contribution to the 25%. Therefore, applicants should not
assume that staff time can be used for this purpose unless confirmed under the
applicable national financing arrangements.

Q3.5 - Is it possible to create additional budget lines?

No, Project budgets must be structured according to the following predefined five (5)
budget lines:

1) Staff costs

2) Office and administrative expenditure
3) Travel and accommodation costs

4) External expertise and services costs
5) Equipment expenditure

Infrastructure and works costs are not applicable only in 8t Call.

The above Budget Lines should be used in the context of the two financing approaches,
as presented in the below table.

Two Financing Approaches

Expenditure category Option 1 - Staff Costs as a real cost, Option 2 - Direct costs as a real cost,
while all other costs as a flat rate  while Staff costs, Office & Administration
and Travel & Accommodation as a flat rate

. v  Up to 20% of the direct costs other
v’ Direct cost category - Amounts P 0 rect cos

Staff costs than the direct staff costs of the
based on Real staff costs. S,
beneficiary’s budget
Office & v Up to 15% of eligible direct staff costs
Administration costs of the beneficiary’s budget
Travel & v’ Other eligible costs on a flat rate v Up to 15% of the eligible direct staff
Accommodation costs of up to 40% of eligible direct costs of the beneficiary’s budget

staff costs of the beneficiary’s

v’ Direct cost category - Amounts based
budget

on Real EES costs

External Expertise &
Services costs

v’ Direct cost category - Amounts based

Equipment costs .
quip on Real Equipment costs

NO Infrastructure costs



Q3.6 - Is the financing option selected per project or per beneficiary?

Per beneficiary.

The SSP Guidance explicitly states that each beneficiary selects one financing option,
and that the selected option applies at beneficiary level and remains unchanged during
project implementation.

Thus, different beneficiaries within the same project may select different financing
options, where permitted by the Call.

Q3.7 - May the scientific coordinator or another senior person participate without
declaring person-months or staff costs?

There is no requirement in the ToR that every person holding an internal coordination
or scientific role must have declared staff costs.

The important issue is that the Application Form must clearly demonstrate the
beneficiary's operational capacity and assign responsibilities appropriately.

However, the financial implications depend on the selected financing option. Under
Option 1, staff costs are real costs and the other eligible costs are calculated as a flat
rate based on eligible direct staff costs. Under Option 2, staff costs are calculated
through the applicable flat-rate methodology based on the beneficiary's direct costs.

Therefore, a beneficiary should not declare zero staff costs merely to reduce the budget
if the actual project implementation requires staff resources. The budget should reflect
the resources genuinely required to implement the approved activities.

Q3.8 - Are the preparation costs eligible? Is there a budget limit for management and
communication costs?

Preparation costs are not eligible in Part A and Part B of 8™ Call. In addition, there are
no budget limits - thresholds in relation with management and communication costs.

Q3.9 - Is VAT an eligible expense?

VAT is eligible expense for all projects with budget under 5.000.000€ for all types of
beneficiaries.

Q3.10 - Could the salary of the members of the board may be eligible expenditure? If
yes what are the general rules to follow?

As far as the eligibility of the salary of the members of the board is concerned, all project
beneficiaries must ensure that EU rules, Programme rules and National rules are
respected. In general, staff costs must relate to activities which the beneficiary
organization would not carry out if the project was not undertaken (see §iv. Building a
project budget/ §g. Staff costs of PPIM). Therefore, it seems that the salary of members
of the board is not eligible as such. Overall, all expenditure are checked and verified by
First Level Controllers - an independent body or external legal auditor in relation also
with the organisation’s statute, rules and procedures for appointing members of board
etc., based on the approved Application Form and relevant guidance on management
verifications of Greece-Italy Programme.



Q3.11 - Advance Payments for Greek Partners: Is there an opportunity for advance
payments to Greek partners? If so, what percentage of the beneficiary’s budget is the
upper limit for an advance payment and what are the specific requirements for
obtaining such payments?

The advance payment for Greek Project Beneficiaries is provided according to their
relevant payment forecasts and procurement plans through the Public Investment
Programme. Further information will be provided prior to starting the project
implementation, following your project approval by the MC.

Q3.12 - What are the exact rates for the First Level Control? How should the expenses
for controllers be declared?

Greece has a centralized FLC system, so no FLC costs are foreseen in Project proposal.
The FLC costs for the Italian Beneficiaries must be calculated at 2% of the partner’s

budget. FLC costs should be declared in ‘Deliverable 1.2 — Management’ of project’s
Work Package.

Q3.13 - It is mentioned that support documents should be provided to justify staff
expenses. What kind of documents should those be?

Please consult Annex 4 regarding relevant documentation on expenses. Regarding the
average cost of institution salaries, documents supporting staff expenses can be
considered Payroll register, Regulatory decisions, Collective labour agreements, etc.
(personal data should NOT be provided according to GDPR restrictions).

Q3.14 - What is the First Level Control cost for Italian beneficiaries and where should
it be budgeted?
The Programme states that:
e Greece has a centralised FLC system and no FLC cost is foreseen in the project
budget;
e ltaly uses a decentralised FLC system;
e ltalian FLC costs are allocated in WP1, Deliverable 1.2 — Management.

- In case of Funding Option 1, the FLC costs are included in flat rate 40% of
Other Costs.
- In case of Funding Option 2, the FLC costs are declared under External
Expertise and Services Costs.
The FLC cost for Italian beneficiaries is calculated at 2% of the partner's budget.
For Italian beneficiaries, the Programme has also established a national FLC roster
procedure; from 1 January 2026, individual controllers are selected through the national
Roster, while auditing firms or internal auditors remain subject to the applicable
validation procedure.

Q3.15 - How is administrative verification carried out for 8th Call / Part B once the
budget becomes a lump sum?

Applicants first submit the Annex 3c. JoB using one of the two financing options and
declare the amount in the Application Form as Draft Budget. Following evaluation and



budget finalisation, the approved budget becomes a lump-sum amount linked to
agreed outputs, deliverables and milestones. This is depicted in the A4 of Subsidy
Contract: Financing Plan Based on Milestones and Deliverables.

Reimbursement is therefore not based on the actual expenditure incurred and paid.
Instead, payment is based on the verified achievement of the agreed outputs,
deliverables and milestones. In principle, invoices and accounting documents are not
required for reimbursement of the categories covered by the lump sum, although they
may still be required for audit, control, fraud prevention or other applicable verification
purposes.

Management verification focuses on implementation, deliverables, milestones, results,
evidence and compliance, rather than a detailed examination of every accounting
document underlying the lump-sum calculation.

Q3.16 - Do supporting documents such as market research and staff-cost evidence
have to be submitted?

No. Supporting documentation used to justify the proposed budget is not mandatory
and its absence does not constitute grounds for rejection.

However, the adequacy and quality of such documentation may positively influence the
evaluation of the proposal. Examples include salary calculations, employment
documentation, market research, quotations, price offers and previous contracts,
depending on the financing option.
Applicants should therefore distinguish between:

e mandatory application annexes, which must be submitted; and

e supporting documentation for budget justification, which is optional but

recommended where it strengthens the credibility of the proposed costs.

Q3.17 - What is the difference between Equipment and Infrastructure & Works in
practical terms?

A useful practical distinction is:

Equipment: a movable item or technical equipment purchased, rented or leased
because it is necessary for achieving the project's objectives.

Infrastructure & Works: construction, structural intervention or investment in
infrastructure.

The latter category is not eligible under the SSP Calls.

A physical pilot is therefore not automatically excluded, but it must be designed around
eligible soft measures, equipment, services or other eligible activities rather than
construction or infrastructure works.

Q3.18 - What happens if an Italian beneficiary does not have an internal FLC?

The Italian FLC arrangements are decentralised. The Programme currently provides for
the use of the Italian national FLC Roster for individual controllers. Where auditing firms
or internal auditors are used, the applicable validation procedure continues to apply.



The FLC's role is to perform the applicable management verifications; either on a real
cost basis of projects submitted under 8t Call/ Part A, or on achievement of approved
outputs, deliverables and milestones basis of projects submitted under 8t Call/ Part B.

Q3.19 - Can a flat-rate percentage be entered with decimals (e.g. 14.2%), or should it
be rounded to a whole number (e.g. 22%)?

No. In Annex 3c, flat-rate percentages must be entered as whole numbers. Decimal
values (e.g. 14,2%) should not be entered in the template.

Therefore, applicants should enter the applicable flat-rate percentage as a whole
number, for example 14% and not 14,2%.

Where a decimal value is entered, the corresponding cell may appear in red, indicating
that the value is not accepted by the template. Applicants should not modify the
formulas or validation rules of Annex 3c and should use the current version of the
template provided by the Programme.

The applicable maximum percentage must, in all cases, be respected in accordance with
the selected financing option.



4. Project Development

Q4.1 - Is it mandatory to select the targeted territory from the beginning of the
proposal? If yes, is there any limitation on the number of territories that we should
select?

The description of targeted territories is an integral part of the proposal and shall be
evaluated as such. No limitations on the number of territories apply.

Q4.2 - In case there are actions outside the Programme area, where should they be
declared?

Actions implemented outside the Programme area, where eligible and duly justified,
should be described and declared under the relevant thematic deliverable (Deliverable
1.4, 1.5 or 1.6), depending on the nature of the action.

The relevant action should therefore be clearly identified within the corresponding
thematic deliverable, together with its justification, location and contribution to the
project's objectives and expected results.

Please note that, for actions implemented outside the Programme area, only travel and
accommodation costs are eligible. No other expenditure related to the implementation
of such actions may be considered eligible.

Applicants should ensure that the action is appropriately linked to the relevant thematic
activities and deliverable and that its implementation outside the Programme area is
duly justified in accordance with the applicable Call requirements.

Q4.3 - Is it mandatory the Project proposal to contribute to all Programme Output
Indicators for the relevant Specific Objective?

Project applicants are invited to submit their Project application under one of the
Specific Objectives of the Programme. The Project objectives and the proposed activities
shall be clear and in-line with the Programme Priorities and both shall have an impact
on the Greece-Italy area. Each Project is asked to select those indicators that will fit best
to the particular planned results and outputs of the Project. Therefore, a Project
applicant can apply a Project proposal only under one Specific Objective and select only
the best suitable indicators (see Programme Output & Result Indicators Guide). In any
case, each Project is treated as a whole and shall be evaluated as such.

Q4.4 - What should the time-span of projects be?

The maximum duration of a Project should be 18 months for projects on circular
economy, culture and tourism of Part A of 8™ Call and 12 months for governance
projects of Part B of 8t Call. There is no minimum limit. In any case, the time-plan of the
Project is part for the evaluation procedure.

Q4.5 - What are the documents proving the existence of a branch in the eligible area?
Documents providing evidence for the existence/operation of branch



v" (FOR BRANCH ONLY) Official document for the establishment/registration of a
branch issued by the competent Public Authority (e.g. Tax Service of the
respective country)

And additionally, whichever applicable:

v (FOR BRANCH ONLY) Copy of the rental contract, submitted to and validated by
the respective Public Authority (e.g. Tax Service of the respective country)

v (FOR BRANCH ONLY) Payroll sheet, validated by the competent Public Authority
(e.g. Ministry of Labour)

v/ (FOR BRANCH ONLY) Operational costs bills (e.g. electricity, telephone etc.)

v' (FOR BRANCH ONLY) Operating regulation, approved by the competent
administrative body of the organisation

Q4.6 - Is it possible to be involved in projects through specific contracts for external
expertise and services?

As far as External Expertise Services is concerned, the process of public contract award
must be followed according to the applicable legislation. When awarding external
expertise and service contracts, all project beneficiaries must ensure that EU and
national rules on public procurement are respected, in accordance with the amount of
the contract. All contracts must comply with the basic principles of transparency, non-
discrimination and equal treatment.

Q4.7 - Can the same external service provider be contracted separately by two project
beneficiaries?

The ToR does not expressly prohibit two beneficiaries from using the same service
provider. However, each beneficiary must comply with the applicable procurement rules
and the proposal must clearly demonstrate that:

e the scopes of work are genuinely distinct;

e the deliverables are distinct;

e the costs are distinct;

e thereis no double financing or overlap;

e each beneficiary has followed the applicable procurement requirements.

The Application Form and Justification of Budget should describe the division of
responsibilities and expenditure sufficiently clearly to avoid any appearance of
duplicated activities or costs.

Q4.8 — The communication manager could be a staff member, or this role should be
under the external cost category?

The communication manager is responsible to ensure the implementation of
Communication Strategy & Communication Plan and will coordinate in partnership level
all communication procedures in collaboration with the relevant staff of each partner.
This person can be either staff member, or external expert. In any case, this person
needs to be acquainted with communication issues.



Q4.9 - Can a project build on research or work previously financed from non-EU
sources?

Yes, provided that the proposed project is genuinely new and complementary and
there is no double financing.

The SSP Guidance explicitly encourages synergies and complementarities with previous
and ongoing initiatives. Applicants should explain what the proposed project adds, what
new joint outputs/results will be generated and how previous knowledge or results will
be used.

The proposal should therefore present the previous research as a starting point,
evidence base or asset for the new cross-border intervention, rather than as the same
activity being financed again.

Q4.10 - How should a physical pilot be distinguished between “Equipment” and
“Infrastructure & Works”?

The Programme defines Equipment as equipment purchased, rented or leased by a
partner and necessary to achieve the project's objectives.

Infrastructure & Works refers to infrastructure and construction works related to
investments in infrastructure.

Under the 8th Call, Infrastructure & Works activities are not eligible, whereas Equipment
remains an eligible expenditure category.

Therefore, a pilot may include eligible equipment where the equipment itself is
necessary for the project, but construction, structural works or infrastructure
investment should not be presented as “equipment” simply to make the activity eligible.

Where the distinction is borderline, applicants should describe the item and its function
precisely in the Application Form and Budget Justification.

Q4.11 - Are there specific research/scientific topics under the 8th Call?
The 8th Call does not constitute a separate research-focused Call.

Research and educational institutions may participate where eligible, but the proposed
project must fit one of the Specific Objectives and intervention fields of the relevant
Part.

Part A covers:

e SO 2.6 —Circular and resource-efficient economy;

e SO 4.6 —Culture and sustainable tourism.
Part B covers:

e ISO 6.1 — Institutional capacity;

e ISO 6.4 — Institutional capacity in relation with Macro-regional, sea-basin and

other territorial strategies.

Accordingly, scientific or research expertise can be an important contribution, but the
project must be designed around the selected Call objective rather than around a
research topic alone.



Q4.12 - How should indicators be counted when one joint methodology is developed
and applied in two cultural sites?

The counting must follow the definitions in the Programme Output & Result Indicators
Guide (PORIG) and should reflect the actual intervention.
For an SO 4.6 project, the SSP Guidance specifically links:

e RCO77 to cultural/tourism sites supported;

e RCO84 to jointly developed and implemented pilot actions;

e RCR104 to solutions taken up or up-scaled by organisations;

e RCR77 to visitors of supported cultural/tourism sites.
Thus, if one genuinely joint methodology constitutes one solution, it may be counted as
one jointly developed solution where RCO116 is applicable. If two distinct
cultural/tourism sites are supported, RCO77 may correspond to two sites. If one pilot
action is jointly designed and implemented across the two locations, it may constitute
one pilot action, but the exact counting should follow PORIG rather than being inferred
solely from the number of locations.

For RCR104, applicants should identify the organisations expected to adopt/upscale the
solution and explain how uptake will be evidenced. The indicator methodology specifies
that uptake can be evidenced through documents such as strategies, action plans,
decisions or letters of commitment.

For RCR77, applicants should use a credible methodology and evidence base for the
expected visitor numbers. Unrealistic visitor-growth assumptions should be avoided;
the SSP Guidance explicitly recommends focusing on measurable site improvement and
organisational change proportionate to the project.

Q4.13 - Can a project build its intervention around an existing non-EU-funded study or
research project?

Yes. Previous work may provide the knowledge base, evidence, methodology or starting
point for the new project.

The important distinction is between building on previous results and financing the
same activity again. The proposal should clearly identify:

1. what has already been achieved;

what gap remains;

what the new Greece—ltaly partnership will jointly develop or test;
what new outputs/results will be produced; and
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how the new intervention avoids double financing.

The SSP Guidance encourages complementarities and links with previous EU, national,
regional and local initiatives.

Q4.14 - Is it possible to establish a direct sea route between Taranto and Greece under
the 8th Call?

The establishment of a direct sea route is not an objective or eligible infrastructure
intervention under the 8th Small-Scale Project Calls.



The 8th Call excludes Infrastructure & Works. A proposal could only be considered if its
activities genuinely fit one of the selected Specific Objectives and constitute eligible
cooperation activities; the Call itself does not establish or finance a transport route.

Q4.15 - What is meant by “young people” under the criterion “Contribution of the
Project to the Active Engagement and Empowerment of Young People”, and what type
and level of participation is expected?

The 8th Call for Small-Scale Project Proposals — Part A identifies the stronger
participation of local communities and young people as one of the expected
contributions of projects. The SSP Guidance also identifies young people as a potential
target group and refers to youth involvement and local co-creation processes as forms
of stakeholder engagement. In addition, youth cooperation initiatives are mentioned as
a possible form of stakeholder engagement under the governance-related Specific
Objectives.

The Call and the SSP Guidance do not establish a specific age range for the term “young
people”, nor do they prescribe a minimum number or percentage of young participants.
Applicants should therefore clearly identify, where relevant, the youth target group
addressed by their project and explain its relevance to the project objectives and
activities. Where a particular age group is targeted, applicants are encouraged to state
the relevant age range clearly in the Application Form.

For the purposes of this criterion, the focus is not simply on the presence of young
people among the participants or beneficiaries, but on their active participation and
empowerment through the project. The SSP Guidance emphasises that Small-Scale
Project activities should promote active participation, cooperation, exchange of
knowledge and stakeholder engagement. Depending on the project, relevant activities
may include awareness-raising initiatives, training, workshops, study visits, networking
activities, pilot actions, cultural exchanges, stakeholder consultations and other forms
of cross-border cooperation.
Meaningful youth involvement may, depending on the nature of the project, include
participation in the identification of needs, consultation, co-design of activities or
solutions, development or testing of outputs, implementation of pilot actions, peer
learning, cultural or community activities, feedback mechanisms or other co-creation
processes. The precise form of participation should be appropriate to the project and
clearly linked to its objectives, activities, outputs and expected results.
Applicants should therefore explain, in concrete terms:
e who the young people are and why they are a relevant target group;
¢ how and when they will participate in the project;
e what role they will have, including, where appropriate, a role in co-design,
implementation, testing, consultation or decision-making;
¢ how their participation contributes to the project outputs and results; and
¢ how the project empowers them, for example through the development of skills
and knowledge, opportunities to take initiative, contribute ideas, participate in
decision-making, or engage more actively in issues relevant to them.
A project does not necessarily need to have young people as project beneficiaries or
partners in order to demonstrate a contribution under this criterion. However, where



young people are identified as a target group, the proposal should demonstrate a
genuine and meaningful role for them in the relevant project activities.

Similarly, the participation of adults who work with or support young people — for
example as trainers, mentors, experts, youth workers or facilitators — may contribute
to the implementation of youth-related activities, but should not in itself be presented
as evidence of the active participation of young people.

The distinction is therefore between general benefit, attendance, participation, and
empowerment. For example, simply inviting young people to attend an event or stating
that young people will benefit from the project would constitute only a limited
reference. Stronger evidence would show that young people are actively involved in
shaping, implementing, testing or providing input to project activities and that this
involvement produces a clear empowerment effect.

This distinction is particularly relevant to the published selection criterion, under which:
5 points are awarded where the contribution to the active participation and
empowerment of young people is clearly described and adequately substantiated; 3
points where it is adequately described; 1 point where only a basic reference is made;
and 0 points where the contribution is not demonstrated.

Applicants should therefore integrate youth participation, where relevant, into the
overall project intervention logic rather than add it only as a stand-alone activity. The
proposed involvement should be proportionate to the project, clearly described and
supported by sufficient information to allow the evaluators to understand the nature
and depth of the expected contribution.

Q4.16 - If a project involves persons under 18, are there any specific requirements
regarding their protection, safety, privacy and participation?

Where projects involve persons under 18, applicants should also take into account all
applicable national and European requirements concerning the protection, safety,
privacy and participation of minors. Such requirements do not establish an age
definition for “young people” under the present Call, nor do they introduce an additional
eligibility or scoring requirement under this criterion, but should be addressed as
appropriate to the activities and participants concerned.



5. MIS/ Other issues

Q5.1 - Is there a partner search platform for Greece-Italy Programme?

Please click here https://www.greece-italy.eu/project-ideas/

Q5.2 - Do we also have to fill in section D of the AF on the MIS? Or is it automatically
filled in by using the button “import from excel”?

No - it is not automatically filled in. You need to complete MIS AF/ Section D related to
budget by using the xIs. sheet ‘AF Tables’ of A3: Justification of Budget.

Q5.3 - In which cases should fields no. 30, 31, 33, 34 and 35 in the "Additional
Information" section of the AF on the MIS platform be filled out? Can they be left
blank, or is it mandatory to complete them? If the answer is yes, what specific
information needs to be provided in these fields?

Questions 30, 31, 33, 34 and 35 are mandatory after the approval of the project, but
they can be answered as most of the question with YES and the registration of the
appropriate text.

This information will be used for the Subsidy Contract and Partnership agreement.
Please check also Annex 16 Guidelines for applying in MIS 2021/2027.

Q5.4 - MIS/ AF/ Additional information/ question 30:

Please clarify the meaning of each of the available options: Direct payment/ Indirect
payment — Funding / Indirect Payment — Special Account.

Please note that this field is not required at this stage. It will be compulsory in case of
approval.

It concerns ONLY the Greek partners and refers to the way the payments are executed,
selecting the appropriate value from the available list. More particular:

Direct payment: The payment by the Accountable Entity / Project Officer is made by
paying the corresponding amount via e-PDE directly to the contractor's bank account.
Indirect payment - Grant: The indirect payment - grant shall be made by the Accountable
Entity / Project Officer by transferring a credit to the specific blocked bank account of
the beneficiary. The release of the funds for making the final payments (payment of
suppliers, transfer of credits directly to the beneficiary) shall be made in accordance with
the respective institutional framework applicable in each case.

Indirect Payment - Special Account: the payment without an accountable entity is made
by transferring credit to a Special bank Account (it concerns Special Accounts for
Research Funds of eg. Universities, Regional Health Authorities,..)

In case "other kind or combination of payments" is selected, analytical description per
each Greek partner has to be provided in the comments.

Q5.5 — Which option do we select in ‘National Counterpart Type’ field?

For Greek Beneficiaries this is always ‘National public funding’. For Italian Beneficiaries
is either National public funding or National private funding, as applicable.


https://www.greece-italy.eu/project-ideas/

Q5.6 - Does the MIS platform feed with the Work Package description as in the excel

file?

Yes - in the section budget of the MIS you should fill in the WP and Deliverables. These

should be the same as declared in the A3c: JoB. We also indicate, that there is only 1

Work Package and the below 5 Deliverables:

— Deliverable 1.1 remains empty — preparation costs are not eligible.

- Deliverable 1.2 is dedicated to management costs (incl. FLC costs for Italian
Beneficiaries).

- Deliverable 1.3 is dedicated to publicity and communication activities.

- Deliverable 1.4-1.6 are the technical deliverables.

The max number of WPs is 1. The max number of Deliverables is 5.

Q5.7 - | reset my password, but | don’t receive the email with the appropriate link.

This has to do with the strict policy of your mail server. Please contact the IT
administrator of your organization.

Q5.8 - Which Annex should be used for Body Code registration and which for user-
account creation?
The functions are different:
e Annex 16 — Guidelines for applying in MIS 2021-2027 provides guidance on
completing/submitting the Application Form.
e Annex 17 - Technical guidance for Beneficiary User Registration and Account
Management concerns beneficiary user registration and account management.
The current MIS manual also distinguishes clearly between a Body Code, which identifies
the beneficiary organisation, and a User Account, which identifies the individual person
using MIS.

Q5.9 - How long does Body Code registration take, and can a user account be created
while waiting?

It is not established a fixed processing time for Body Code registration.

Applicants should initiate the Body Code and user-account procedures as early as
possible. The existence of a Body Code and the appropriate user accounts are
prerequisites for efficient preparation and submission.

For technical questions concerning the MIS, the Programme directs applicants to the
MIS Helpdesk - ikalaitzoglou@mou.gr, and the relevant MIS user guidance.

Q5.10 - Is there a specific place where applicants can see whether Call documents have
been updated?

Applicants should regularly consult the official 8t" Call webpage - https://www.greece-
italy.eu, and the latest Applicants' Package for the relevant Part.

The SSP Guidance itself contains a List of Versions, while the Call pages provide access
to the ToR, SSP Guidance, PPIM, submission documents and guidelines.

The Programme also explicitly advises applicants to revisit the website regularly because
FAQs and other information may be expanded or updated during the Call period.
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However, please check the newer version of Annex 3c: Justification of Budget (v1.2)
uploaded on Programme website.

Q5.11 - Where can applicants find the presentations from the InfoDays?

The Programme publishes its Infoday presentations in the Programme Documents /
Infodays' presentations section of the website. The Programme website currently lists
the September 2026 8™ Call Infoday presentations.

Applicants should therefore consult the official Programme library rather than relying
on presentations circulated informally.

Q5.12 - Will alist of InfoDay participants be circulated to help applicants find partners?
An automatic circulation of participant lists is not established.

However, the Programme provides a dedicated applicant matchmaking/partner-search
facility through which applicants can share project ideas, search for partners and
identify existing cooperation ideas.

This is preferable to automatically circulating participants' personal contact details and
should be used for structured partnership building.

Q5.13 - Can organisations interested in becoming project partners advertise their
availability?

Yes. The Programme provides dedicated mechanisms for project-idea sharing and
partner searching.

Potential partners are encouraged to use the Programme's “Submit your Idea / Find a
partner” facility and other official networking opportunities.

Individual contact details should not be circulated through the FAQ itself; interested
organisations should use the Programme's partner-search mechanism.

Q5.14 - Where can applicants obtain further information or submit questions?

Applicants may submit questions concerning the Call to the Managing Authority at
interreg@mou.gr within the deadline specified in the ToR.

The Programme also provides:
e InfoDays;
e applicant matchmaking and partner-search support;
e FAQs;
e MIS technical helpdesk;
national Antenna and Info Points.

For the 8th Call, the Programme's official Part A and Part B pages provide the Terms of
Reference, SSP Guidance, PPIM, Applicants' Package and submission guidelines. 8th Call
— Part A official page 8th Call — Part B official page

Q5.15 - Where can applicants find the 8th Call Infoday presentations?

The presentations are available through the Programme's Programme Documents /
Infodays' presentations section. Programme Documents and Infoday presentations.
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